
 
 

Second Sunday in Advent 

 

December 9, 2018 
 

 

 
A Service of Covenant Renewal Worship 



A WELCOME GUIDE TO WORSHIP AT CORNERSTONE 
 

To Our Guests: 

Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience. We are glad you are here, 
and we hope to remove as much of that awkwardness as we can from your 
visit to Cornerstone. Our Sunday service usually lasts about 75 minutes, and 
the following is designed to help you navigate it, whether you have been to 
church before or this is your first time. The goal of the service is to help each 
of us to see God’s glory in Jesus Christ more clearly and understand more fully 
how he makes a difference in our lives.  

Please sign our guestbook in foyer so we can get to know you more! 
 

The Sequence of Worship: 

The flow of the worship service at Cornerstone follows a Biblical pattern that 
is very purposeful. It matches the story of God’s work in our lives: 
 

Called by God 
God invites us to come into His presence, so we enter with joy and praise. 
 

Cleansed by God 
When God calls us, He also wants us to admit our need for Him. We 
confess our sins together and God cleanses us in Christ.  
 

Consecrated by God 
To be “consecrated” means to be set apart for a purpose or goal. We are 
consecrated by God’s Word as we then read from the Scriptures and hear 
a sermon based on the Bible. One way we respond to God’s Word is by 
giving to God’s mission in the world through His church.  
 

Communion with God 
Having heard God’s Word to us, we speak our requests back to God, and 
we have fellowship with Him in our prayer together. We also have the 
Lord’s Supper at this time, a meal that expresses God’s communion with 
us. 

  

Commissioned by God 
The end of the worship service is God sending us back into the world to 
be His witnesses with His blessing (benediction).  

 

Childcare: 

Children of all ages are welcome in the service. We love to have children 
participating with the whole church in worship – even if they are a bit squirmy! 
However, should parents want assistance with their young children, we have a 
nursery available with nursery volunteers. Please do not hesitate to ask! We’re 
ready to serve you and your children in any way we can. 

 
*Note that we also have devices for the hearing impaired, if needed.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS – PASTOR ROBBIE CROUSE 

Pastor:  “The Lord be with you!” 

Congregation: “And also with you!” 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 

ADVENT READING: NUMBERS 24:17 

Congregation: “Come Lord Jesus, our light and life!   
                             Let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

†CALL TO WORSHIP: PSALM 113:4–9 
 

†ENTRANCE SONG:  
“COMFORT, COMFORT O MY PEOPLE” (NEXT PAGE) 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL FATHER,  

You have called us out of darkness into Christ’s marvelous light to 
glorify Your name, yet we still refuse to let You into the darkest places 
of our lives. We have occupied ourselves with our own concerns and not 
waited on You. We have not noticed the needs of the people around us, 
nor have we sought first Your kingdom. Forgive us for not facing our 
sins as we ought, for our slowness of heart, for our unreadiness, and for 
our lack of watchfulness. Search us, O God, and know our hearts; try us, 
and know our anxious thoughts; see if there is any wicked way in us, 
and lead us in the way everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

†DOXOLOGY (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host! 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 
 

†GREETING OF GRACE AND PEACE OF CHRIST 

                                                           

† Congregation stands as they are able 





Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus (#196) 
 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee! 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear Desire of ev'ry nation, 
joy of ev'ry longing heart! 

 
2. Joy to those who long to see thee, 

Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, 

of thy birth we long to hear! 
O'er the hills the angels singing 

news, glad tidings of a birth: 
"Go to him, your praises bringing; 

Christ the Lord has come to earth!" 
 

3. Come to earth to taste our sadness, 
He whose glories knew no end; 

by His life He brings us gladness, 
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend! 
Leaving riches without number, 

born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, 

Christ was born the Lord of all! 
 

4. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring! 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne!



†RESPONSIVE PSALM READING: PSALM 123 

1 To You I lift up my eyes, 
      O You who are enthroned in the heavens! 
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants 
      look to the hand of their master, 

as the eyes of a maidservant 
      look to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
      until He has mercy upon us! 
3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, 
      for we have had more than enough scorn! 
4 Our soul has had more than enough 
      of the mocking of those who are at ease, 
      of the contempt of the proud! 

†GLORIA PATRI (#735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen! 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 1:1–20, 2:1–10 
New Testament: Luke 1:26–56 

 



1 Samuel 1:1–20, 2:1–10 
1 There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of 
Ephraim whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son 
of Tohu, son of Zuph, an Ephrathite. 2 He had two wives. The name of 
the one was Hannah, and the name of the other, Peninnah. And 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 
3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship and 
to sacrifice to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the LORD. 4 On the day when 
Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to 
all her sons and daughters. 5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion, 
because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. 6 And her 
rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the LORD 
had closed her womb. 7 So it went on year by year. As often as she went 
up to the house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah 
wept and would not eat. 8 And Elkanah, her husband, said to her, 
“Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the 
priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the 
LORD. 10 She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD and wept 
bitterly. 11 And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if you will 
indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remember me and not 
forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give 
him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
12 As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 
13 Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice 
was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. 14 And Eli 
said to her, “How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away 
from you.” 15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman 
troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have 
been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16 Do not regard your servant 
as a worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my 
great anxiety and vexation.” 17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and 
may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have made to Him!” 
18 And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then the 
woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 
19 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then 
they went back to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his 
wife, and the LORD remembered her. 20 And in due time Hannah 
conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, 
“I have asked for him from the LORD!” 



1 And Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart exults in the LORD; 
      my horn is exalted in the LORD! 

My mouth derides my enemies, 
    because I rejoice in your salvation! 
2 “There is none holy like the LORD: 
      for there is none besides You; 
      there is no rock like our God! 
3 Talk no more so very proudly, 
      let not arrogance come from your mouth! 

For the LORD is a God of knowledge, 
      and by Him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 
      but the feeble put on strength! 
5 Those who were well-fed have hired themselves out for bread, 
      but those who were hungry are now full! 

The barren has borne seven, 
      but she who has many children is forlorn! 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life; 
      he brings down to Sheol and raises up! 
7 The LORD makes poor and rich; 
      he brings low and he exalts! 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 
      he lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes 
      and inherit a seat of honor! 

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 
      and on them he has set the world. 
9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
      but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 
      for not by might shall a man prevail! 
10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 
      against them he will thunder in heaven! 

The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 
      he will give strength to his king 
      and exalt the horn of his anointed!”



Luke 1:26–56 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I do not know a 
man? 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
maidservant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
And the angel departed from her. 

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, 
to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, 
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this 
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For 
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord!” 



46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 

48 For he has looked on the humble estate of his servant; 
       surely from now on all generations will call me blessed! 

49 For he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
       and holy is his name! 

50 And his mercy is toward those who fear him 
       from generation to generation! 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
       he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
       and exalted those of humble estate; 

53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
       and the rich he has sent away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
       in remembrance of his mercy, 

55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
       to Abraham and to his offspring forever!” 

56 And Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then 
returned to her home. 

 
SERMON – PASTOR ROBBIE CROUSE 

Luke’s Christmas Musical: Singing the Promises of God 

“Magnificat, Mary’s Song” 

 
COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

& 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE: “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING”





PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE FOR CHURCH AND WORLD 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen! 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in GOD, the Father Almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our LORD, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen!  

 
†COMMISSIONING SONG: “O COME, O COME EMMANUEL” 

 
†COMMISSION & BENEDICTION



O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear!   [Refrain] 
 
2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go!   [Refrain] 
 
3. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe!   [Refrain] 
 
4. O come, O Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny, 
from depths of hell Thy people save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave!   [Refrain] 
 
5. O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh! 
Disperse the gloomy clouds night 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight!   [Refrain]  
 
6. O come, Thou Key of David, come 
and open wide our heav’nly home! 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery!   [Refrain] 
 
7. O come, O King of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind! 
Bid all our sad divisions cease 
and be yourself our King of Peace!   [Refrain]



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday School begins at 9:45 am on Sunday mornings and finishes at 
10:30 am. Brian Mumme leads the adult discussion on “What Is a 
Disciple of Jesus?”  Children and Young Adult Sunday Schools are 
available at this time as well.  
 

Monday night prayer meeting is each Monday at 7:00 pm. Please 
come to share prayer requests and intercede for one another. 
 

Our Christmas Eve service is Monday, December 24, at 5:30 pm. It’s a 
candle lighting service of readings and carols. Please bring a friend! 
We’ll have finger foods available. 
 

2nd Sunday Outreach is today at 2pm. Please see Barry Pitts for visiting 
Heartland retirement home to encourage the residents there. 
 

The all-church Fellowship Lunch is next week, December 16, 
immediately after the service. We will be meeting at the Branche’s 
new Jupiter shop, Santana Pizza, at 240 W Indiantown Rd #103. Please 
bring a dessert to share. 
 

Harry Castner, a long-time member and elder at Cornerstone, passed 
away peacefully last Friday. There will not be a memorial service at 
this time, so let us give thanks together for his life and example to all 
of us, and continue to pray for the comfort of his family. There will be 
an opportunity for sharing memories at the Fellowship lunch. 

 
CORNERSTONE MINISTRIES 

Sunday School 
Adults (Brian Mumme) 
Young Adults  
Children  

Monday Night Prayer Meeting (Gary Butler) 

2nd Sunday Outreach (Barry Pitts) 

All-Church Fellowship Lunch (Joycelyn Branscome) 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tom Joseph) 

Women’s Ministry (Joycelyn Branscome) 



PRAYER LIST 
 
The Family of Harry Castner – for comfort and peace after Harry’s 
passing; give thanks for Harry’s life and that he is with his Savior  
 
Leyda Ruiz – for full recovery and restoration of health 
 
Becky Crouse – for a healthy pregnancy and health of the baby; for relief 
from nausea and sickness; for the family as they care for her 
 
Tom Joseph – for healing and recovery from broken ribs  
 
Aaron Blood – for recovery from a broken collar bone and other injuries 
 
Branche Family – for success for their new store in Jupiter  
 
Harold Gooding – for health and comfort for the death of his grandson 
 
Linda Jackson – for her ailing father in PA and her care for him 
 
Debbie Jackson – for comfort as she grieves the loss of her grandmother 
 
Betty Butler – for help and wisdom dealing with heart palpitations 
 
Melanie Pitts – for successful treatment of brain cancer; encouragement 
for Melanie and Barry as he cares for her 
 
Jayme Sellards – for care for his parents’ cancer treatment; for witness to 
his parents; transition at new job 
 
Brian Mumme – for care for his mother and for her to believe in Christ 
 
Harry & Norma Bromilow – Harry’s continued recovery from headaches; 
for relief for Norma from arthritis 
 
Matt & Carmen O’Reilly – for a smooth transition to FL for Carmen 
 
Cody & Eseta Drinkwine – for financial issues, for health and a job for 
Eseta 
 
Christy Branche – relief from chronic headaches; preparation for college 



 

Exalting the King & Extending His Kingdom 

 

Rev. Dr. Robbie Crouse 
rcrouse@cornerstone-pca.org 

(214) 282-8983 
 

Lee Branscome 
Rev. Gary Butler 

Jim Zetler 
 

Tom Joseph (chairman) 
Brian Mumme 

Barry Pitts 

 
Cornerstone Church is a Bible believing, Reformed and evangelical 

congregation in the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (PCA).  

 
4891 Northlake Boulevard 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 

 
www.cornerstone-pca.org 


