
 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 

 

December 16, 2018 

 

 

 
A Service of Covenant Renewal Worship 



A WELCOME GUIDE TO WORSHIP AT CORNERSTONE 
 

To Our Guests: 

Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience. We are glad you are here, 
and we hope to remove as much of that awkwardness as we can from your 
visit to Cornerstone. Our Sunday service usually lasts about 75 minutes, and 
the following is designed to help you navigate it, whether you have been to 
church before or this is your first time. The goal of the service is to help each 
of us to see God’s glory in Jesus Christ more clearly and understand more fully 
how he makes a difference in our lives.  

Please sign our guestbook in foyer so we can get to know you more! 
 

The Sequence of Worship: 

The flow of the worship service at Cornerstone follows a Biblical pattern that 
is very purposeful. It matches the story of God’s work in our lives: 
 

Called by God 
God invites us to come into His presence, so we enter with joy and praise. 
 

Cleansed by God 
When God calls us, He also wants us to admit our need for Him. We 
confess our sins together and God cleanses us in Christ.  
 

Consecrated by God 
To be “consecrated” means to be set apart for a purpose or goal. We are 
consecrated by God’s Word as we then read from the Scriptures and hear 
a sermon based on the Bible. One way we respond to God’s Word is by 
giving to God’s mission in the world through His church.  
 

Communion with God 
Having heard God’s Word to us, we speak our requests back to God, and 
we have fellowship with Him in our prayer together. We also have the 
Lord’s Supper at this time, a meal that expresses God’s communion with 
us. 

  

Commissioned by God 
The end of the worship service is God sending us back into the world to 
be His witnesses with His blessing (benediction).  

 

Childcare: 

Children of all ages are welcome in the service. We love to have children 
participating with the whole church in worship – even if they are a bit squirmy! 
However, should parents want assistance with their young children, we have a 
nursery available with nursery volunteers. Please do not hesitate to ask! We’re 
ready to serve you and your children in any way we can. 

 
*Note that we also have devices for the hearing impaired, if needed.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS – PASTOR ROBBIE CROUSE 

Pastor:  “The Lord be with you!” 

Congregation: “And also with you!” 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

ADVENT READING: ISAIAH 49:6 

Congregation: “Come Lord Jesus, our light and life!   
                             Let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

†CALL TO WORSHIP: ROMANS 15:7–13 
 

†ENTRANCE SONG: “ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY” (NEXT PAGE) 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL FATHER,  

You have called us out of darkness into Christ’s marvelous light to 
glorify Your name, yet we still refuse to let You into the darkest places 
of our lives. We have occupied ourselves with our own concerns and not 
waited on You. We have not noticed the needs of the people around us, 
nor have we sought first Your kingdom. Forgive us for not facing our 
sins as we ought, for our slowness of heart, for our unreadiness, and for 
our lack of watchfulness. Search us, O God, and know our hearts; try us, 
and know our anxious thoughts; see if there is any wicked way in us, 
and lead us in the way everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

†ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

†DOXOLOGY (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host! 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 
 

†GREETING OF GRACE AND PEACE OF CHRIST 

                                                           

† Congregation stands as they are able 



Once in Royal David’s City 
 

1. Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 

and His shelter was a stable, 
and His cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3. For He is our childhood's pattern, 
Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 

4. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
through His own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heav'n above, 
and He leads his children on 

to the place where He is gone! 

5. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see Him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children crowned, 
all in white, His praise will sound! 



O Little Town of Bethlehem (#202) 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by: 
yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight! 

2. For Christ is born of Mary; 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond'ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth! 

3. How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of His heav'n. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive Him still, 
the dear Christ enters in! 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 



†RESPONSIVE PSALM READING: PSALM 86:1–11 

1 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 
      for I am poor and needy! 

2 Preserve my life, 
      for I am godly! 

Save your servant, who trusts in you— 
      you are my God! 

3 Be gracious to me, O LORD, 
      for to you do I cry all the day! 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 
      for to you, O LORD, do I lift up my soul! 

5 You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, 
      abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you! 

6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
      listen to my plea for grace! 

7 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 
      for you answer me! 

8 There is none like you among the gods, O LORD, 
      nor are there any works like yours! 

9 All the nations you have made shall come 
      and worship before you, O LORD, 
      and shall glorify your name! 

10 For you are great and do wondrous things; 
      you alone are God! 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, 
      that I may walk in your truth; 
      unite my heart to fear your name! 

†GLORIA PATRI (#735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen!



SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Old Testament: Genesis 12:1–3; 17:1–8 
New Testament: Luke 2:22–38  

 
Genesis 12:1–3; 17:1–8 

121 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 

171 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared 
to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, 
and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me 
and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on 
his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with 
you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No 
longer shall your name be called Abram (which means ‘great 
father’), but your name shall be Abraham (‘father of many’), 
for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, 
and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my 
covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your children after you. 8 And I will give to 
you and to your children after you the land of your sojournings, 
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will 
be their God.” 



Luke 2:22–38 
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.”  
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
Anointed. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
         according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31       which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
         and for glory to your people Israel!” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this 
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a 
widow until she was eighty-four years old. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming 
up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of 
him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 
SERMON – PASTOR ROBBIE CROUSE 

Luke’s Christmas Musical: Singing the Promises of God 
“Nunc Dimittis, Simeon’s Song”



COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

& 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE: “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” 

 
1. What child is this who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate, 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own Him; 
the King of Kings salvation brings, 

let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 



PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE FOR CHURCH AND WORLD 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen! 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in GOD, the Father Almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our LORD, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen!  

 
THE LORD’S SUPPER* 

 

*Communion is for baptized believers who are in good standing with their 
church (not under any church discipline) and are seeking to obey their Lord. 

The bread is gluten-free. Grape juice is in the outer ring,  
and wine is in the inner rings. Please wait to eat and drink together.* 

 
COMMUNION SONGS (NEXT PAGE) 

 

THE BREAD: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
THE CUP: “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

1. Infant holy, Infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, 
little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Swiftly winging, 
angels singing, 

bells are ringing, 
tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 
Christ the child is Lord of all! 

2. Flocks were sleeping, 
shepherds keeping 

vigil till the morning new, 
saw the glory, 

heard the story, 
tidings of a Gospel true! 

Thus rejoicing, 
free from sorrow, 

praises voicing, 
greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 
Christ the child was born for you! 



Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

1. Gentle Mary laid her child 
lowly in a manger; 

there he lay, the Undefiled, 
to the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 
can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 
who have found His favor! 

2. Angels sang about His birth, 
wise men sought and found Him; 
heaven's star shone brightly forth 

glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

heard the angels singing; 
all the plains were lit that night, 

all the hills were ringing! 

3. Gentle Mary laid her child 
lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled, 
but no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 
beautiful the story; 

praise His name in all the earth, 
hail the King of Glory! 

 
Pastor:   “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,  
                  you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes!”   (1 Cor. 11:26) 

Congregation: “Amen! Come Lord Jesus!”                                (Rev. 22:20) 

 
†COMMISSIONING SONG: “GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN” 

 
†COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 



God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 
 

Refrain 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
let nothing you dismay, 
remember Christ our Savior 
was born on Christmas Day, 
to save us all from Satan’s power 
when we were gone astray!   [Refrain] 

2. From God our heav'nly Father, 
a blessed angel came; 
and unto certain shepherds 
brought tidings of the same: 
how that in Bethlehem was born 
the Son of God by name!    [Refrain] 

3. “Fear not, then,” said the angel, 
“let nothing you affright; 
this day is born a Savior 
of a pure virgin bright, 
to free all those who trust in him 
from Satan's power and might!”    [Refrain] 

4. The shepherds at those tidings 
rejoic-ed much in mind, 
and left their flocks a-feeding, 
in tempest, storm, and wind: 
and went to Bethlehem straightway, 
the Son of God to find!   [Refrain] 

5. Now to the Lord sing praises, 
all you within this place, 
in Christian love and brotherhood 
each other now embrace! 
This holy tide of Christmas 
reveals to us God’s grace!   [Refrain] 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday School begins at 9:45 am on Sunday mornings and finishes at 
10:30 am. Brian Mumme leads the adult discussion on “What Is a 
Disciple of Jesus?”  Children and Young Adult Sunday Schools are 
available at this time as well.  
 

Monday night prayer meeting is each Monday at 7:00 pm. Please 
come to share prayer requests and intercede for one another. 
 

The all-church Fellowship Lunch is today immediately after the 
service. We will be meeting at the Branche’s new Jupiter shop, 
Santana Pizza, at 240 W Indiantown Rd #103. Please come along! 
 
Our Christmas Eve service is Monday, December 24, at 5:30 pm. It’s a 
candle lighting service of readings and carols. Please bring a friend! 
We’ll have finger foods available. 
 

A memorial service for Shane Brigham, the grandson of Harold 
Gooding, will be held at Cornerstone on Saturday, December 22, at 
10:00 am. 

 
Please turn off all cell phones during the service.  

Thank you! 

 
CORNERSTONE MINISTRIES 

Sunday School 
Adults (Brian Mumme) 
Young Adults  
Children  

Monday Night Prayer Meeting (Gary Butler) 

2nd Sunday Outreach (Barry Pitts) 

All-Church Fellowship Lunch (Joycelyn Branscome) 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tom Joseph) 

Women’s Ministry (Joycelyn Branscome) 



PRAYER LIST 
 
The Family of Harry Castner – for comfort and peace after Harry’s 
passing; give thanks for Harry’s life and that he is with his Savior  
 
Leyda Ruiz – for full recovery and restoration of health 
 
Becky Crouse – for a healthy pregnancy and health of the baby; for relief 
from nausea and sickness; for the family as they care for her 
 
Tom Joseph – for healing and recovery from broken ribs  
 
Aaron Blood – for recovery from a broken collar bone and other injuries 
 
Branche Family – for success for their new store in Jupiter  
 
Harold Gooding – for health and comfort for the death of his grandson 
 
Linda Jackson – for her ailing father in PA and her care for him 
 
Debbie Jackson – for comfort as she grieves the loss of her grandmother 
 
Betty Butler – for help and wisdom dealing with heart palpitations 
 
Melanie Pitts – for successful treatment of brain cancer; encouragement 
for Melanie and Barry as he cares for her 
 
Jayme Sellards – for care for his parents’ cancer treatment; for witness to 
his parents; transition at new job 
 
Brian Mumme – for care for his mother and for her to believe in Christ 
 
Harry & Norma Bromilow – Harry’s continued recovery from headaches; 
for relief for Norma from arthritis 
 
Matt & Carmen O’Reilly – for a smooth transition to FL for Carmen 
 
Cody & Eseta Drinkwine – for financial issues, for health and a job for 
Eseta 
 
Christy Branche – relief from chronic headaches; preparation for college 



 

Exalting the King & Extending His Kingdom 

 

Rev. Dr. Robbie Crouse 
rcrouse@cornerstone-pca.org 

(214) 282-8983 
 

Lee Branscome 
Rev. Gary Butler 

Jim Zetler 
 

Tom Joseph (chairman) 
Brian Mumme 

Barry Pitts 

 
Cornerstone Church is a Bible believing, Reformed and evangelical 

congregation in the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (PCA).  

 
4891 Northlake Boulevard 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 

 
www.cornerstone-pca.org 


