
 
 

The First Sunday of Christmas 

 

December 30, 2018 

 

 

 
A Service of Covenant Renewal Worship 



A WELCOME GUIDE TO WORSHIP AT CORNERSTONE 
 

To Our Guests: 

Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience. We are glad you are here, 
and we hope to remove as much of that awkwardness as we can from your 
visit to Cornerstone. Our Sunday service usually lasts about 75 minutes, and 
the following is designed to help you navigate it, whether you have been to 
church before or this is your first time. The goal of the service is to help each 
of us to see God’s glory in Jesus Christ more clearly and understand more fully 
how he makes a difference in our lives.  

Please sign our guestbook in foyer so we can get to know you more! 
 

The Sequence of Worship: 

The flow of the worship service at Cornerstone follows a Biblical pattern that 
is very purposeful. It matches the story of God’s work in our lives: 
 

Called by God 
God invites us to come into His presence, so we enter with joy and praise. 
 

Cleansed by God 
When God calls us, He also wants us to admit our need for Him. We 
confess our sins together and God cleanses us in Christ.  
 

Consecrated by God 
To be “consecrated” means to be set apart for a purpose or goal. We are 
consecrated by God’s Word as we then read from the Scriptures and hear 
a sermon based on the Bible. One way we respond to God’s Word is by 
giving to God’s mission in the world through His church.  
 

Communion with God 
Having heard God’s Word to us, we speak our requests back to God, and 
we have fellowship with Him in our prayer together. We also have the 
Lord’s Supper at this time, a meal that expresses God’s communion with 
us. 

  

Commissioned by God 
The end of the worship service is God sending us back into the world to 
be His witnesses with His blessing (benediction).  

 

Childcare: 

Children of all ages are welcome in the service. We love to have children 
participating with the whole church in worship – even if they are a bit squirmy! 
However, should parents want assistance with their young children, we have a 
nursery available with nursery volunteers. Please do not hesitate to ask! We’re 
ready to serve you and your children in any way we can. 

 
*Note that we also have devices for the hearing impaired, if needed.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS – PASTOR ROBBIE CROUSE 

Pastor:  “The Lord be with you!” 

Congregation: “And also with you!” 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 

CHRISTMAS READING: JOHN 1:1–5  

Congregation: “Come Lord Jesus, our light and life!   
                             Let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

†CALL TO WORSHIP: ISAIAH 12:3–6  
 

†ENTRANCE SONG: “AS WITH GLADNESS, MEN OF OLD” (#226) 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

O GOD OUR FATHER, who sent Your Son to become flesh for us, 

You have brought us again to this glad season to celebrate the 
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Yet we have often lived 
neglecting this truth. We have clung to our sorrows and not joyfully 
welcomed His reign over us. We have wasted Your gifts and been 
consumed with ourselves. Forgive us of our sins, and accept us in 
Christ. Grant that Your Spirit may renew our hearts this day, and fill 
us with the joy of our salvation. Open our ears that we may hear 
again the angelic chorus of old. Open our lips that we, too, may sing 
glory to You in the highest heaven, and on earth, peace, goodwill 
toward all; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

†ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

†DOXOLOGY (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host! 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 
 

†GREETING OF GRACE AND PEACE OF CHRIST 

                                                           

† Congregation stands as they are able 



As With Gladness, Men of Old (#226) 
 

As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we 

evermore be led to Thee! 

As with joyful steps they sped 
to that lowly cradle bed, 

there to bend the knee before 
Him whom heav'n and earth adore; 

so may we with willing feet 
ever seek Thy mercy seat! 

As they offered gifts most rare 
at that cradle rude and bare; 

so may we with holy joy, 
pure, and free from sin's alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King! 

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 
keep us in the narrow Way; 

and when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 

where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds Thy glory hide! 

In the heav'nly country bright 
need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun which goes not down; 

there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our King! 



We Three Kings 

1. We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star! 

Chorus: 

O, star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to Thy perfect Light! 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 
Gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never 
over us all to reign! 

Chorus 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising gladly raising, 
worshiping God Most High!  

Chorus 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb!  

Chorus 

5. Glorious now behold him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
sounds through the earth and skies!  

Chorus



†RESPONSIVE PSALM READING: PSALM 139:1–16 

1 You have searched me, O LORD, 
      and you have known me! 

2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
      you discern my thoughts from afar. 

3 You search out my path and my lying down 
      and you are acquainted with all my ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
      behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 

5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
      and you lay your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
      it is high; I cannot attain it! 

7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
      Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
      If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn 
      and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
      and your right hand shall hold me. 

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me, 
      and the light become night all around me,” 

12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
      the night is bright as the day, 
      for darkness is as light to you! 

13 For you formed my inward parts; 
      you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 

14 I praise you, 
      for I am fearfully and wonderfully made! 



Wonderful are your works; 
    my soul knows it very well. 

15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
      when I was being made in secret, 
      when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

16 Your eyes saw me  
      when I was still formless; 

all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
      before even one of them came to be! 

†GLORIA PATRI (#735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen! 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Old Testament: Exodus 1:6–22 
New Testament: Matthew 2:1–21; 18:1–6, 10; 19:13–15; 21:15–16 

 
Exodus 1:6-22 
6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the 
people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and 
grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 
9 And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many 
and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they 
multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against 
us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over 
them to afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store 
cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the 
more they multiplied and the more they spread. And the Egyptians were 
in dread of the people of Israel. 13 So they ruthlessly made the people of 
Israel work as slaves 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service, in 
mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work 
they ruthlessly made them work as slaves. 



15 Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom 
was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you serve as 
midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it 
is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she can live.” 17 But 
the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but let the male children live. 18 So the king of 
Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done 
this, and let the male children live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, 
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for 
they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 
20 So God dealt bountifully with the midwives. And the people 
multiplied and grew very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared 
God, he gave them families. 22 But then Pharaoh commanded all his 
people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the 
Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” 
 
Matthew 2:1–21 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2 saying, “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? For we 
saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 3 When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
      are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
      who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod summoned the magi secretly and ascertained from 
them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. 
And behold, the star that they had seen when it arose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 



treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him!” 14 And he 
arose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the magi, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in 
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
       weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children, 
       refusing to be comforted, 
       because they are no more.” 

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Arise, take the child and his 
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's 
life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and 
went to the land of Israel. 

 
Matthew 18:1–6, 10; 19:13–15; 21:15–16 

181 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he 
put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless 
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 5 “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth 



of the sea. . . . 10 See that you do not despise one of these little ones. 
For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my 
Father who is in heaven. 

1913 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands 
on them and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands on 
them and went away. 

2114 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he 
healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the 
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and 
they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus 
said to them, “Yes; have you never read, 

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies 
       you have prepared praise’?” 

 
SERMON – PASTOR ROBBIE CROUSE 

“The War on Children  
and How the Church Can Respond”



COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

& 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE: “AWAY IN A MANGER” 

 
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 

the stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 

and stay by my cradle until morning is nigh. 

 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.



PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE FOR CHURCH AND WORLD 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen! 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH – NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
      Creator of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God;  begotten, not made; of one being with 
     the Father; through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was  
     incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made  
     man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he  
     suffered and was buried; on the third day he rose again  
     according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and  
     sits at the right hand of the Father; and he will come again  
     with glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom  
     will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
     Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by  
     the prophets. And we believe in one holy catholic and     
     apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the  
     forgiveness of sins, and we look for the resurrection of the  
     dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen! 

 
†COMMISSIONING SONG:  

“GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN!” (#224) 

 
†COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 



Go, Tell It on the Mountain (#224) 
 

Chorus 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere! 

Go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

1. While shepherds kept their watching 
o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a Holy Light!    [Chorus] 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled 
when, lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior's birth!   [Chorus] 

3. Down in a lowly manger 
our humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn!   [Chorus} 

 

“Go up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news! Lift up your 
voice, fear not! Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  

(Isaiah 40:9) 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday School begins at 9:45 am on Sunday mornings and finishes at 
10:30 am. Brian Mumme leads the adult discussion on “What Is a 
Disciple of Jesus?”  Children and Young Adult Sunday Schools are 
available at this time as well.  
 
Monday night prayer meeting is each Monday at 7:00 pm. Please 
come to share prayer requests and intercede for one another. 
 
If you have a prayer request or praise to share, please let Pastor 
Robbie or the elders know. We’d be glad to invite the congregation to 
pray for you; we’ll also hear any confidential prayer requests you 
might have. 

 
Please turn off all cell phones during the service.  

Thank you! 

 
CORNERSTONE MINISTRIES 

Sunday School 
Adults (Brian Mumme) 
Young Adults  
Children  

Monday Night Prayer Meeting (Gary Butler) 

2nd Sunday Outreach (Barry Pitts) 

All-Church Fellowship Lunch (Joycelyn Branscome) 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Tom Joseph) 

Women’s Ministry (Joycelyn Branscome) 



PRAYER LIST 

 
Leyda Ruiz – for full recovery and restoration of health after a recent 
procedure to prevent future infections 
 
Becky Crouse – for a healthy pregnancy and health of the baby 
 
Carmen O’Reilly – for a healthy pregnancy and transition to FL 
 
Tom Joseph – for healing and recovery from broken ribs  
 
Aaron Blood – for recovery from a broken collar bone and other injuries 
 
Branche Family – for success for their new store in Jupiter  
 
Harold Gooding – for health and comfort for the death of his grandson 
 
Linda Jackson – for her ailing father in PA and her care for him 
 
Debbie Jackson – for comfort as she grieves the loss of her grandmother 
 
Betty Butler – for help and wisdom dealing with heart palpitations 
 
Melanie Pitts – for successful treatment of brain cancer; encouragement 
for Melanie and Barry as he cares for her 
 
Jayme Sellards – for care for his parents’ cancer treatment; for witness to 
his parents; transition at new job 
 
Brian Mumme – for care for his mother and for her to believe in Christ 
 
Harry & Norma Bromilow – Harry’s continued recovery from headaches; 
for relief for Norma from arthritis 
 
Cody & Eseta Drinkwine – for financial/job issues and for Eseta’s health 
 
Christy Branche – relief from chronic headaches; preparation for college 



 

Exalting the King & Extending His Kingdom 

 

Rev. Dr. Robbie Crouse 
rcrouse@cornerstone-pca.org 

(214) 282-8983 
 

Lee Branscome 
Rev. Gary Butler 

Jim Zetler 
 

Tom Joseph (chairman) 
Brian Mumme 

Barry Pitts 

 
Cornerstone Church is a Bible believing, Reformed and evangelical 

congregation in the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA (PCA).  

 
4891 Northlake Boulevard 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 

 
www.cornerstone-pca.org 


