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GOOD FRIDAY “TENEBRAE” SERVICE 
 

For over a thousand years Christians have commemorated Jesus’ death 

on the cross with a special service on Good Friday called a 

“Tenebrae” service, or “service of shadows” (tenebrae is the Latin 

word for “darkness” or “shadows”). It was an important part of 

Christian worship during Holy Week, a remembrance of the last week 

of Christ’s earthly life: Palm Sunday (his triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem), Maundy Thursday (his last supper with the disciples), 

Good Friday (his crucifixion), and Easter Sunday (his resurrection on 

the third day). 

Like the Christmas Eve tradition of “Lessons & Carols,” the Good 

Friday service is primarily one of Scripture readings and responses in 

song. In the Tenebrae tradition, candles lighting the sanctuary would 

be extinguished one by one after each successive reading through the 

Passion narrative of one of the Gospels. By the end of the service, a 

single candle would remain lit. When the final portion of Scripture was 

read, that candle would be removed from the sanctuary so that it was 

now in total darkness, symbolizing the death of Christ, the Light of the 

World. But because Jesus was raised from the dead, that same candle 

would then be returned on Easter morning for the joyous celebration 

of the resurrection of the Lord. 

There are many ways to observe this occasion, but the main focus is 

on the drama of Christ’s work as the culmination of history. Through 

select Scripture readings, we move from humanity’s fall into sin, 

through God’s promise of a Savior, to the costly completion of our 

redemption by Christ on the cross. We invite you to be swept up into 

the greatest story ever told: the history of the world in the victorious 

sacrifice of its rightful King! 

After our last reading, we will depart the sanctuary in darkness and in 

silence (until we’re in the foyer). We do this not in gloominess, but in 

commemoration that Jesus truly died and his body lay silent in Sabbath 

rest in the sealed tomb. We do so in anticipation that the next time we 

will gather in corporate worship will be on the bright morning of 

Easter and with the joyous festal shout that “Christ is risen!” “He is risen 

indeed!” 



WELCOME & PRAYER 
 

FIRST READING: GENESIS 2:25–3:19 
THE CURSE OF SIN 

25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.  
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, 
‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God 
said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to 
the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths. 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD 
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The 
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 
and I ate.” 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
      cursed are you above all livestock 
      and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 
      and dust you shall eat 
      all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
      and between your offspring and her offspring; 



he shall bruise your head, 
      and you shall bruise his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
      in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, 
      but he shall rule over you.” 

17 And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
      and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
      ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
      in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
      and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
      you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
      for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
      and to dust you shall return.” 

 

HYMN: “AH, HOLY JESUS, HOW HAST THOU OFFENDED” (#248) 
 

SECOND READING: ISAIAH 52:13–53:12 
The Promise of a Suffering Servant 

13 Behold, my Servant shall act wisely; 
      he shall be high and lifted up, 
      and shall be exalted! 

14 As many were astonished at you— 
      his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 
      and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 

15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. 
      Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 

for that which has not been told them they see, 
      and that which they have not heard they understand. 

1 Who has believed our message? 
      And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 



2 For he grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
      and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty to attract us to him, 
      and no beauty in appearance that we should desire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by men, 
      a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 
      he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
      and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 
      smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
      he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
      and by his wounds we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
      we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 
      the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
      yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
      and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
      so he opened not his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
      and who will declare his generation? 

For he was cut off from of the land of the living, 
      stricken for the transgression of my people. 

9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
      and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
      and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him, 
      and to put him to grief; 



when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
      he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
      the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

11 Out of the anguish of his soul  
      he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my Servant, 
      make many to be accounted righteous, 
      and he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
      and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul unto death 
      and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
      and makes intercession for the transgressors! 

 

HYMN: “STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED” (#257) 
 

THIRD READING: JOHN 18:1–11 
BETRAYAL AND ARREST IN THE GARDEN 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples 
across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he entered 
with his disciples. 2 Now Judas, who was betraying him, also knew the 
place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having 
procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and 
the Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then 
Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to 
them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 
He said to them, “I am he.” And Judas, who was betraying him, was 
standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back 
and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” 
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am 
he. So if you seek me, let these others go their way.” 9 This was to fulfill 
the word which he had spoken: “Of those whom You have given me I lost 
not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high 
priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was 
Malchus.) 11 But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I 
not drink the cup the Father has given to me?” 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Barry Pitts, “THE OLD RUGGED CROSS” 



FOURTH READING: JOHN 18:12–27 
JESUS BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST 

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews 

arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was 
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was 
Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one 
man should die for the people. 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that 
disciple was known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the 
courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to 
the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The 
servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's 
disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers 
had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing 
and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself. 

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 
teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I 
have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 
together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those 
who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When 
he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with 
his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus 
answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but 
if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to 
him, “You also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and 
said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the 
man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden 
with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 
 

HYMN: “ALAS! AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED?” (#254) 
 

FIFTH READING: JOHN 18:28–19:16 
JESUS BEFORE PILATE AND THE CROWD 

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's 
headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the 



governor's headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat 
the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What 
accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this 
man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 
31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own 
law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to 
death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by 
what kind of death he was going to die. 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this 
of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate 
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 
this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world 
—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 
voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I 
find no guilt in him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one 
man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the 
King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” 
Now Barabbas was an insurrectionist.  

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a 
purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and 
they struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, 
“See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt 
in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 
robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests 
and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate 
said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in 
him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that 
law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more alarmed. 9 He 
entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak 
to me? Do you not know that I have the authority to release you and the 
authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no 



authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. 
Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If 
you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar’s! Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called 
The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic, “Gabbatha.” 14 Now it was the day 
of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the 
Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with 
him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The 
chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” 16 So he delivered 
him over to them to be crucified. 

 

HYMN: “O SACRED HEAD NOW WOUNDED” (#247) 
 

SIXTH READING: JOHN 19:16–27 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 

So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place 
called “The Place of the Skull,” which in Aramaic is called “Golgotha.” 
18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 
and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on 
the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the 
Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was 
near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So 
the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate 
answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But 
the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they 
said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it 
shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were 
his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your 
son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from 
that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 



HYMN: “THE POWER OF THE CROSS”  

1. Oh, to see the dawn 
Of the darkest day: 

Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men, 

Torn and beaten, then 
Nailed to a cross of wood! 

Chorus 
This, the power of the cross: 

Christ became sin for us; 
Took the blame, bore the wrath, 
We stand forgiven at the cross! 

2. Oh, to see the pain 
Written on Your face, 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Ev'ry bitter thought, 

Ev'ry evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow!  [Chorus] 

3. Now the daylight flees; 
Now the ground beneath 

Quakes as its Maker bows His head. 
Curtain torn in two, 

Dead are raised to life; 
”Finished!” the vict'ry cry!  [Chorus] 

4. Oh, to see my name 
Written in the wounds, 

For through Your suffering I am free. 
Death is crushed to death; 

Life is mine to live, 
Won through Your selfless love! 

Final Chorus (2X) 
This, the power of the cross: 

Son of God—slain for us. 
What a love! What a cost! 

We stand forgiven at the cross!



SEVENTH READING: PSALM 22 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHRIST 

1 My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? 
     Why are You so far from saving me,  
     from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, 
     and by night, but I find no rest! 
3 Yet You are holy, 
     enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In You our fathers trusted; 
     they trusted, and You delivered them. 
5 To You they cried and were rescued; 
     in You they trusted and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm and not a man, 
     scorned by mankind and despised by the people! 
7 All who see me mock me; 
     they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8 “He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver him; 
     let Him rescue him, for he delights in Him!” 
9 Yet You are He who took me from the womb; 
     You made me trust You at my mother’s breasts. 
10 On You was I cast from my birth, 
     and from my mother’s womb You have been my God! 
11 Be not far from me, 
     for trouble is near, and there is none to help! 
12 Many bulls encompass me; 
     strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me, 
     like a ravenous and roaring lion! 
14 I am poured out like water, 
     and all my bones are out of joint; 

my heart is like wax; 
     it is melted within my chest; 
15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
     and my tongue sticks to my jaws;  
     You lay me in the dust of death! 
16 For dogs encompass me; 
     a company of evildoers encircles me; 
     they have pierced my hands and feet—



17 I can count all my bones— 
     they stare and gloat over me; 

18 they divide my garments among them, 
     and for my clothing they cast lots! 

19 But You, O LORD, do not be far off! 
     O You my help, come quickly to my aid! 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 
     my precious life from the power of the dog! 

21 Save me from the mouth of the lion! 
     Rescue me from the horns of the wild oxen! 

22 I will tell of Your name to my brothers; 
     in the midst of the congregation I will praise You! 

23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
     All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, 
     and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

24 For He has not despised or abhorred 
     the affliction of the afflicted, 

and He has not hidden His face from him, 
     but has heard, when he cried out to Him! 
25 From You comes my praise in the great congregation; 
     my vows I will perform before those who fear Him! 
26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 
     those who seek Him shall praise the LORD! 
     May your hearts live forever! 

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
     and turn to the LORD, 

and all the families of the nations 
     shall worship before You! 

28 For kingship belongs to the LORD, 
     and He rules over the nations! 

29 All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; 
     before Him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
     even the one who could not keep himself alive. 

30 Posterity shall serve Him; 
     it shall be told of the LORD to the coming generation; 
31 they shall proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, 
     that He has done it!



HYMN: “HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US” 
 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss- 
The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 

Behold the man upon a cross, 
My sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life- 
I know that it is finished. 

I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 
But this I know with all my heart: 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 



EIGHTH READING: JOHN 19:28–37 
THE DEATH OF JESUS 

 
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 
Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his 
mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 
finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not 
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), 
the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they 
might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the 
first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they 
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 
there came out a flow of blood and water. 35 He who saw it has borne 
witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth 
—so that you also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And 
again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have 
pierced.” 

 
HYMN: “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS” (#252) 

 
NINTH READING: COLOSSIANS 2:9–15 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS 
 

9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have 
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him 
also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, 
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the 
rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him. 



HOMILY 

 
TENTH READING: JOHN 19:38–42 

THE BURIAL OF JESUS 
 
38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might 
take the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came 
and took away his body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to 
Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds in weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and 
bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the 
Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 
42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was 
close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

 
END IN DARKNESS & SILENCE  
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