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A Service of Covenant Renewal Worship 



WELCOME TO CORNERSTONE CHURCH! 
 

To Our Guests: 

Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience. We are glad you are here, 
and we hope to remove as much of that awkwardness as we can from your 
visit to Cornerstone. Our Sunday service usually lasts about 75 minutes, and 
the following is designed to help you navigate it, whether you have been to 
church before or this is your first time. The goal of the service is to help each 
of us to see God’s glory in Jesus Christ more clearly and understand more fully 
how He makes a difference in our lives.  

Please sign our guestbook in foyer so we can get to know you more! 

 
The Sequence of Worship: 

The flow of the worship service at Cornerstone follows a Biblical pattern that 
is very purposeful. It matches the story of God’s work in our lives: 

 

Called by God 
God invites us to come into His presence, so we enter with joy and praise. 
 

Cleansed by God 
When God calls us, He also wants us to admit our need for Him. We 
confess our sins together and God cleanses us by His forgiveness.  
 

Consecrated by God 
To be “consecrated” means to be set apart for a purpose. We are 
consecrated by God’s Word as we then read from the Scriptures and hear 
a sermon based on the Bible. One way we respond to God’s Word is by 
giving to God’s mission in the world through His church.  
 

Communion with God 
Having heard God’s Word to us, we now speak our requests back to God 
in our prayer together. We also have the Lord’s Supper at this time, a meal 
that seals God’s communion with us. 

  

Commissioned by God 
The end of the worship service is God sending us back into the world to 
be His witnesses with His blessing (benediction).  

 

Childcare: 

Children of all ages are welcome in the service. We love to have children 
participating with the whole church in worship – even if they are a bit squirmy! 
However, should parents want assistance with their young children, we do have 
a nursery available. Please do not hesitate to ask someone, and we will grab 
volunteers to staff the nursery. We are ready to serve you and your children in 
any way we can! 
 

*Note that we also have devices for the hearing impaired, if needed.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor: “The Lord be with you!” 

Church:  “And also with you!” 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

†PRAYER OF PRAISE & INVOCATION 
 

†ENTRANCE SONG: “HOLY IS THE LORD” (NEXT PAGE) 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

GRACIOUS FATHER, 

We are gathered before You, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
whose chosen dwelling place is with the broken and contrite, to 
confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed; we have 
not loved You as we should; we have not loved one another as 
we should. In Your mercy, deepen our sorrow for the wrong we 
have done and for the good we have not done, so that we may 
hate our sin with a holy hatred. But, Father, do not leave us in 
sorrow, for with You is full redemption. In Your mercy, forgive us 
and restore us, so that we may love You with a holy love. Amen. 

 
†ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 

†DOXOLOGY (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him, all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host! 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen! 
 

†GREETING OF GRACE AND PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

†SONG OF ASCENT: “SPEAK, O LORD” (NEXT PAGE) 

                                                           

† Congregation stands as they are able 



Holy Is The Lord 
 

Verse 
We stand and lift up our hands 

For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 

How great, how awesome is He! 
 

And together we sing 
Everyone sing… 

 
Chorus 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty! 
The earth is filled with His glory! 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty! 

The earth is filled with His glory! 
The earth is filled with His glory! 

 
Repeat Verse and Chorus 

 
Bridge 

It is rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 

It's rising up all around 
It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 

 
Repeat Chorus 

 
CCLI #1265178



Speak, O Lord 
 

1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 

To receive the food of Your Holy Word. 

Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 

That the light of Christ might be seen today 

In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 

All Your purposes for Your glory! 

 
2. Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 

Holy reverence, true humility; 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 

In the radiance of Your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise; Cause our eyes to see 

Your majestic love and authority. 

Words of power that can never fail– 

Let their truth prevail over unbelief! 

 
3. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 

Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us– 

Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 

That will echo down through eternity. 

And by grace we'll stand on Your promises, 

And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 

And the earth is filled with Your glory!



†RESPONSIVE PSALM:  PSALM 32 

1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
      whose sin is covered! 

2 Blessed is the one against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
      and in whose spirit there is no deceit! 

3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
      through my groaning all day long! 

4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 
      my strength was dried up as in the heat of summer! 

5 I acknowledged my sin to You, 
      and I did not cover my iniquity; 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
      and You forgave the iniquity of my sin! 

6 Therefore let everyone who is godly 
      offer prayer to You at a time when You may be found; 

surely in the rush of great waters, 
      they shall not reach him. 

7 You are my hiding place; 
      You preserve me from trouble; 
      You surround me with songs of deliverance! 

8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
      I will counsel you with my eye upon you! 

9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
      which must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
      or it will not stay near you! 

10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 
      but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD! 

11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O you righteous, 
      and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!



†GLORIA PATRI (#735)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen! 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Old Testament:  1 Samuel 15:1–35 

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 7:5–16 

1 Samuel 15:1–35 
1 And Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his 
people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the LORD. 2 Thus says 
the LORD of hosts, ‘I have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing 
them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. 3 Now go and strike 
Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, 
but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and 
donkey.’” 

4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two 
hundred thousand men on foot, and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And 
Saul came to the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul 
said to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go down from among the Amalekites, 
lest I destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the people of 
Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from 
among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites from Havilah 
as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the 
Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge 
of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the 
sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves and the lambs, and all 
that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was despised 
and worthless they devoted to destruction. 

10 The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I have made Saul 
king, for he has turned back from following me and has not performed my 
commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all 
night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was 
told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument 
for himself and turned and passed on and went down to Gilgal.” 13 And 
Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to the LORD. I 
have performed the commandment of the LORD.” 14 And Samuel said, 



“What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the 
oxen that I hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the 
Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen 
to sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted to 
destruction.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell you what the 

LORD said to me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.” 

17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not 
the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 
18 And the LORD sent you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to destruction 
the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are 
consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did 
you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight of the LORD?” 
20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the LORD. I have 
gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me. I have brought Agag the 
king of Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21 But 
the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things 
devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.” 22 And 
Samuel said, 

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
      as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
      and to listen than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, 
      and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 
      he has also rejected you from being king.” 

24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the 
commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people 
and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and 
return with me that I may bow before the LORD.” 26 And Samuel said to 
Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the 

LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.” 27 As 
Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 
28 And Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from 
you this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than 
you. 29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not 
a man that he should repent.” 30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor 
me now before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with 
me, that I may bow before the LORD your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back 
after Saul, and Saul bowed before the LORD. 



32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king of the 
Amalekites.” And Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag said, “Surely the 
bitterness of death is past.” 33 And Samuel said, “As your sword has 
made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD in Gilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in 
Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of 
his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD regretted that 
he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 

2 Corinthians 7:5–16 
5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but 
we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. 6 But 
God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of 
Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which 
he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your 
mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8 For even if I 
made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret 
it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. 9 As it 
is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered 
no loss through us. 
10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation 
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see what 
earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what 
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 
longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved 
yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although I wrote to you, it was 
not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the 
one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us 
might be revealed to you in the sight of God. 13 Therefore we are 
comforted. 

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of 
Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For whatever 
boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to shame. But just as 
everything we said to you was true, so also our boasting before Titus 
has proved true. 15 And his affection for you is even greater, as he 
remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him with fear 
and trembling. 16 I rejoice, because I have complete confidence in you. 



SERMON – WES LAUVER 
Better to Obey 

 



COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

& 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE: “ROCK OF AGES” (#499) 

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in Thee! 

Let the water and the blood, 
from Thy riven side which flowed, 

be of sin the double cure: 
cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r! 

2. Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law's demands; 

could my zeal no respite know, 
could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save and Thou alone! 

3. Nothing in my hand I bring, 
simply to the cross I cling! 

Naked come to Thee for dress, 
helpless look to Thee for grace; 

foul, I, to the Fountain fly: 
wash me Savior or I die! 

4. While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyes shall close in death, 

when I soar to worlds unknown, 
see Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee!



PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE FOR CHURCH AND WORLD 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen! 

 
†CONFESSION OF FAITH  APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in GOD, the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our LORD, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

 
†COMMISSIONING SONG: “TRUST & OBEY” (#672) 

 
†COMMISSION & BENEDICTION 



Trust and Obey (#672) 
 

1. When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word 
what a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 
and with all who will trust and obey! 

Chorus 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way 

to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey! 

2. Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 
but His smile quickly drives it away; 

not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh nor a tear, 
can abide while we trust and obey!  [Chorus] 

3. Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, 
but our toil He doth richly repay; 

not a grief nor a loss, not a frown or a cross, 
but is blest if we trust and obey!  [Chorus] 

4. But we never can prove the delights of His love 
until all on the altar we lay; 

for the favor He shows, and the joy he bestows, 
are for them who will trust and obey!  [Chorus] 

5. Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet, 
or we will walk by His side in the way; 

what He says we will do, where He sends we will go, 
never fear, only trust and obey!  [Chorus]


